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March 26: Interior Minister Agustin Mantilla and Defense Minister Julio Velasquez Giaccarini
announced a plan for the protection of candidates running for office in the April 8 elections. Two
policemen and two soldiers are to be assigned to each candidate, and upon request, authorities
will provide weapons to political candidates. Mantilla said 100,000 police and soldiers are
available to serve as bodyguards. There are nine presidential candidates, 960 running for Senate
seats, and 10,000 competing for seats in the Chamber of Deputies. On March 23, President Alan
Garcia declared a state of emergency for Lima department and Callao province. Mantilla said
the emergency program includes a request that organized labor groups refrain from public
demonstrations and large assemblies until after election day.
March 27: On Wednesday night, four car bombs exploded in Lima and the Callao port area, and
police deactivated a 30-kg. car bomb at the international airport. One of the explosions occurred
in front of the Supreme Court of Justice in Callao. Two persons were injured, and the building's
windows shattered. At the same time, another car bomb exploded near the military post in the La
Victoria neighborhood. One civilian was injured. A third car bomb exploded on the Santa Anita
bridge, located on the city's central highway in a manufacturing district. The fourth went off near
the headquarters of the national electoral tribunal in the Jesus Maria neighborhood, located in
northeastern Lima. No injuries or material damage were reported as a result of these two explosions.
The five incidents were attributed by police to the Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels. A new
rebel group, the Patriotic Liberation Front (FPL), has joined Sendero Luminoso in attempting to
enforce an election boycott. The FPL is reportedly a faction of Peru's Communist Party.
March 28: President of the Peruvian Bus Drivers Confederation (CCP), David Quintana, announced
that private public transport companies would not provide services April 8 unless provided with
police protection. Municipal officials said it would not be possible to post two policemen on each of
8,000 vehicles. On Wednesday, private urban transport in Lima was suspended, result of Sendero
Luminoso's "armed strike." The rebels had warned bus drivers that their vehicles would be burned
if they ignored the strike. Private individual entrepreneurs and companies account for 85% of public
transportation in the capital city. Only 722 buses owned by the government's EET (Empresa Estatal
de Transporte) were operating. Two heavily armed policemen rode with passengers throughout
the day. Approximately 10,000 police and soldiers patrolled Lima and Callao streets to counter the
armed strike.
March 29: Police reported that rebels broke into the studios of Radio La Oroya and Radio Mineria in
La Oroya, 95 km. northwest of Huancayo on Thursday morning. Employees were forced to broadcast
taped messages announcing an armed strike April 7-9, and death threats against anyone voting in
the April 8 elections and against bus and truck drivers who travel through La Oroya between April
2 and 9. Peru's biggest state-run mining company, Centromin, has an important smelting operation
in La Oroya. It is the only major city on the highway between Lima and Huancayo, located at the
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center of the country's main agricultural region. Sendero Luminoso has often attempted to cut off
food supplies from Lima. According to police reports, a farm worker near Huancayo, and the former
mayor of Colcabamba, a village 350 km. northwest of Huancayo, were shot to death by rebels. In
Huara, about 160 km. north of Lima, 20 rebels forced workers to evacuate the Industria Alimentaria
plant, a food processing facility, and then bombed the plant. Police said there no casualties, and
material damage estimated at $2 million. Police reported that 15 people were wounded in attacks by
Sendero Luminoso on Tuesday night and early Wednesday in Lima and Callao.
March 30: Police spokespersons announced that the armed forces will take control of Lima on
April 1 to deter an expected increase in rebel attacks prior to election day. The joint operation
involving army, navy and air forces and the police will put 20,000 troops on alert in the capital. Lima
will remain under military control for two days following the election to protect vote counting,
officials said. April 3: According to a report by Notimex, presumed rebels have caused 32 dynamite
explosions in the past two weeks. In the March 27-April 3 period, four Chamber of Deputies
candidates and a businessperson have been assassinated. A rebel boycott campaign against
municipal elections in November 1989 resulted in the deaths of over 50 candidates. (Basic data from
Notimex, 03/26/90, 03/28/90, 04/03/90; AFP, 03/29/90, 03/30/90; AP, 03/29/90; Xinhua, 03/28-30/90)
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